 


Welcome to Lake Placid High School!
This annual guide is designed to inform you about the course offerings and educational requirements for the upcoming school year. As part of the academic planning process, each student has the opportunity to provide the Counseling Office with information about their course and career interests for the upcoming year.  This information will be considered along with existing graduation requirements when preparing student schedules. Within this guide, you will find the following information:

· Descriptions of course offerings from each academic department at LPHS 

· Advanced Placement course eligibility information

· A sample Course Request sheet 
· LPHS Promotion Requirements and Graduation Requirements
As you prepare for the course selection process, please keep in mind the following academic expectations at Lake Placid High School:

· Course schedules for the next academic year will be published in late August 2017.

· Not all elective courses in this catalog will be offered next year.  Student requests, available staff and other factors will help guide which electives are actually scheduled.  As such, it is critical that students RANK their interest in courses when asked.

· Schedule changes and course request changes will not be considered until Locker Day 2017
· All students are expected to enroll in a minimum of 6.5 credits each school year.

· A student may not have more than 2 study hall periods each day.  

· Enrollment in an Advanced Placement course will require an additional learning contract. 

· Some course offerings are also eligible for college-level credit from North Country Community College (BRIDGE program) or SUNY Plattsburgh for an additional fee.
Should any of these policies change as development of a Master Schedule continues, we will adjust schedules accordingly.

Important Notes about the LPHS Promotion Requirements

The Lake Placid School District has minimum academic requirements that must be successfully completed before a student will be promoted.  Promotion to a new grade level requires that each student complete a minimum number of credits as well as specific individual courses as outlined below.   
Should a student fail a course required for promotion in June, it is anticipated that they will retake the same course (IF offered) in Summer School of the same year (pending availability). A student’s grade level assignment for the 2017–2018 school year will be decided in late August 2017 after the completion of summer work (if available). The minimum passing grade at LPHS is 65%. 

Keep in mind that one class does NOT always equal one credit. 

If a student does not meet all of the specified criteria to be promoted to the next grade level, then s/he will repeat the same grade level in 2017–2018.  This will also change the student’s timeline for graduation as well as other class-related assignments including locker placement, lunch period, yearbook entry and more.  

Any exceptions to these guidelines must be approved by the Principal and/or Superintendent.
High School Promotion Requirements

Grade 9 / Freshman status is automatically assigned to all students who earn the opportunity to move from middle school into high school.

Requirements to be promoted to Grade 10 / Sophomore status

Successfully complete a minimum of five (5) credits including passing grades in:

· Global Studies 9 and
· English 9  

Requirements to be promoted to Grade 11 / Junior status

Successfully complete a minimum of eleven (11) credits including passing grades in:

· All requirements to meet Sophomore status and 
· Global Studies 10 and 
· English 10 and 
· At least one Physical Education class and 
· At least one Math class and
· At least one Science class

Requirements to be promoted to Grade 12 / Senior status

Successfully complete a minimum of fifteen (15) credits including passing grades in:

· All requirements to meet Sophomore and Junior status and
· United States History (or APUSH) and
· English 11 (or AP English Language) and
· At least two Physical Education classes and 
· At least two Math classes and
· At least two Science classes

INDIVIDUAL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART Department

Studio in Art







1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 9–12     

Students will learn about the elements of art and principles of design.  These are key concepts used by artists in understanding and creating art.  Studio work will be assigned which will allow the students to find out about a variety of media.  The media used in this class will be varied.  It will consist of developing skills with drawing media, painting, sculpture, and printmaking and computer software.

This is a prerequisite for any other art course at LPHS.
Studio in Drawing and Painting



1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 10-12     

Prerequisite:  Studio in Art 

This is a full year elective course.  Students will concentrate on developing skills in a variety of drawing techniques.  Students will be given an opportunity to seek solutions to a variety of problems, which should lead to increased creativity, and an expression of ideas.  Students in this course will have an opportunity to participate in the New York State Art Teacher Association’s Portfolio Project in the spring.  This course should be taken if a student is interested in Advanced Placement Studio in Art: Drawing.

STUDIO IN CERAMICS





0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12
Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
This class is an introduction to and exploration of clay as a medium for creative expression.  Various hand building, sculptural, mold making, and wheel throwing techniques will be utilized.  The four basic types of sculpture will be covered: manipulation, addition, subtraction, and substitution.  All projects will be prepared for use or display by painting or glazing.

PHOTOGRAPHY 1






0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12




  Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
Prerequisite: Studio in Art

Photography is a one-semester class that gives students a basic understanding of traditional black and white film photography.  Students will be instructed in the fundamentals of photography such as the meaning of photographic terms, functions of cameras and camera parts, methods of exposing and developing film, and printing black and white photographs.  It may be possible to take this class for two semesters with instructor approval in advance.
COMPUTER GRAPHICS





       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12
Prerequisite: Studio in Art
Computer Graphics is a 20-week elective offered to students who have completed Studio in Art: Comprehensive Foundations.  Students use software such as PhotoShop Elements, Word, iPhoto, iWeb and Comic Life.  Projects include retouching and combining photographs, advertising design, and manipulating drawings.  This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.

Advanced Placement Studio in Art: Drawing

1.0 credit (full year)


Grade Appropriate: 11-12     

Prerequisite:  Studio in Art AND Drawing and Painting courses
Advanced Placement Studio in Art:  Drawing is not based on a written examination but a portfolio, which students submit for evaluation in May.  Students must demonstrate a significant commitment to this course.  Student portfolios consist of the following: 5 actual works of art which represent a sense of quality in their work; 12 images depicting art works which show the student’s concentration on a particular visual interest or problem; and 12 images depicting works that show the student’s knowledge of visual principles and material techniques in his or her artwork.  The exam is held in May and students may receive college credit for this cause, dependent upon their exam results. As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement.
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY Department

KEYBOARDING FOR SUCCESS




       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
Keyboarding is an essential beginning for survival on the computer. This course provides development of basic keyboarding skills. It proceeds from basic alphabetic keyboarding through numeric and symbolic keyboarding.  Type-2-Learn Computer program is used along with the College Keyboarding and Document program.  These programs provide students the opportunity to learn keys, write business letters, address envelopes, type office memo and reports, create tables and develop resume’s, letters of application, and follow-up letters. Students will also learn proper keyboarding techniques and build basic speed and accuracy.  This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.

MICROSOFT OFFICE





       0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate: 9-12
Microsoft Office is the standard computer software program used in business. This course will focus on pieces of Office Suite and GoogleDocs, and how they can be used together.  Students will work with word, excel, access, publisher, powerpoint, docs, YouTube, slides and sheets. Participants will learn basic and advanced functions of all programs in an effort to help them prepare for the business world as well as practical college application. This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.

DIGITAL WORLD






       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
This course will introduce taking digital images and understanding lighting, background and subject. Students will use PhotoBooth (effects), GarageBand (creating music), iPhoto (organizing/editing images), Adobe PhotoShop Elements (color/editing), iMovie (creating slideshows and editing movies), and iDVD. Students will be required to produce and publish several group or individual projects for the school or community. By the conclusion of the semester, students will have created a DVD of all the work from the course. This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.
MULTI – MEDIA PRODUCTION

          


       0.5 credit (one semester) 
Grade appropriate:  10-12
Prerequisite:  Digital World
Students will learn the key concepts of systematically designing multimedia products from preparation to exporting products into various formats.  The students will utilize professional-level software products such as Adobe Premier Pro, Adobe PhotoShop (to create an animated gif), the Cube (to produce live events) and broadcast Lake Placid High School events.  Much of the course will focus on the planning and time management portion of product design, thus giving students skills that are applicable in both the classroom and the real world.  This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT: BASIC HTML



0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
The World Wide Web is a system of documents, the servers that store them and the browsers that display them.  This course introduces students to building a Web page by using hand-coding valid XHTML 1.0 and CSS 2.1.  Students will learn headings and paragraphs, images and photo gallery, basic and advanced tables, internal style sheet and CSS classes, nesting and floating, web colors, fonts, site organization, positioning, and videos and web forms.  Students in this course will revise and create pages for themselves and the district website. This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.
YEARBOOK







            0.5 credit 

Grade Appropriate:  10-12
Every year, high schools across America are faced with the daunting task of creating a yearbook that will provide all students with a memory book of their high school year.  This class will be the core of the yearbook staff that will take on this task.  Students will learn the basics of yearbook journalism including theme, coverage, copy, design, and photography.  The yearbook is now a digital yearbook with the book being created online at the Josten’s website.

You will be able to demonstrate journalistic concepts with specific events occurring during the school year.  You will also be responsible for putting together the yearbook for the current school year, and in so doing will learn many different aspects of publishing – desktop publishing, digital photography, editing, advertising, financial planning, journalism, and many more topics. This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.
ENGLISH Department
ENGLISH 9 








1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  9
This course is designed to give students experiences in all aspects of the English curriculum.  They will study novels, dramas, short stories and poems. Writing assignments will include compositions, essays, book reviews, creative writings, and research papers.  Grammar, vocabulary, usage and mechanics will also be covered in this course.

ENGLISH 10 







1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  10
This course is designed to give students experiences in all aspects of the English curriculum using classic and contemporary World Literature.  Students will study novels, dramas, short stories, and poetry set in various countries and time periods around the world.  Writing assignments will include critical and creative essays, compositions, letters and poetry.  Students will also be required to complete two research papers following the MLA format.  Public speaking opportunities will also be required throughout the year.  Grammar, vocabulary, spelling, usage and mechanics will be studied weekly.

ENGLISH 11







1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  11
This is a course in American Literature culminating in the Regent's Exam, which all students will take.  Students will be asked to critically read and analyze novels, plays, short stories and poetry.  Students will be asked to search for and find their voice as they try to break away from formulaic writing. All juniors will be required to write a research paper and study at least one of Shakespeare's works.

ENGLISH 12 







1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  12
In this course, students read classic and contemporary selections from World Literature. Additional course work includes vocabulary, punctuation, grammar and usage, and a variety of writing assignments.  English 12 develops reading and critical thinking skills with a major push in college level vocabulary and thoughtful class discussions.  Students are engaged in a number of activities in order to help them make real world connections with the literature. This course also requires the students to complete a Senior Project.  
AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION




1.0 credit (full year)
Grades Appropriate: 11
Guidelines: 
(   Average of 90% or above in English 10 for each marking period 

· Satisfactory completion of summer work.

** Students who take an AP English class have the 0.5 credit English Elective waived

While this course is designed for juniors, seniors not taking AP Literature and Composition may enroll.  Language and Composition stresses the analysis of various types of prose (narration, description, exposition and argumentation), and the structural and rhetorical features of the English language.  Students will read novels, essays and non-fiction in this class and write in response to this literature.  In addition, students will write persuasive papers.  The work for this course begins over the summer when students will read at least two novels and write approximately four essays. As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement.

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION


1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 12
Guidelines: 
( Average of 85% or above in English 11 



( Score of 85% or above on the English Regents Exam 



( Satisfactory completion of summer assignments
** Students who take an AP English class have the 0.5 credit English Elective waived

The complete title for this course is Advanced Placement English in Literature and Composition.  Students will read novels, poetry and plays of a complex nature, research and determine how each author achieves the effects he or she does.  This college-level course includes required reading and writing assignments over the summer and culminates with an individual portfolio of the student's own writing.  All students take the AP Literature and Composition exam in May.  This course also requires the students to complete a Senior Project. As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement.  

Acting and Public Speaking



       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 11-12

Today more and more public speaking is taking place in the college classroom and in the workplace. Students and workers are expected to express themselves effectively in front of others. The interesting dilemma students face is that with increased technology use, fewer situations arise when students socially and professionally interact with peers and adults. This course will be an entertainingly difficult course that will push students out of their comfort zones and into effective public speaking and acting.


The class seeks to combine acting and public speaking to help students become more effective communicators. The first ten weeks will focus primarily on acting. Multiple theories of acting will be discussed and practiced.  Students will become more comfortable performing the written word, either their own thoughts or others.  The second ten weeks will apply this acting training to other forms of public speaking. Students will perform famous speeches as well as their own material. Students should seek to enhance their public speaking by incorporating practices learned while acting.  This course meets the English elective graduation requirement.
Creative Writing




       
       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grades Appropriate:  9-12
This is a semester elective writing course for highly motivated students who wish to explore and pursue different forms of creative writing.  Students will develop skills in writing creative fiction, essays, and poetry.   This course meets the English elective graduation requirement. 

CRIME NOIR







0.5 credit (one semester)

Grades Appropriate: 9-12

This class examines the uniquely American genre called Noir fiction. Also called hardboiled fiction it was made popular in the early to mid 1900’s, but is still very much alive today. Its stripped down grittiness, unsentimental viewpoint toward characters and ambiguous morality provide a polar opposite to the flowery prose found in other genres. In this course students are expected to read novels and short stories. They will listen to radio shows, view films and try their own hands at creating some 21st century noir. Written responses, essays, and a final project are required. Noir means dark, or night, so if you are interested in literature leaning toward the shadowy side of life, you may want to check this course out.  This course meets the English elective graduation requirement. 
Multicultural Literature



0.5 credit (one semester)
Grades Appropriate 11-12




Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
The objective of this course is to immerse our students in literature from cultures with which they may not be familiar.  This is important as our world is getting smaller, and the United States itself is becoming an increasingly pluralistic country.  Multicultural literature is an asset to helping our students accept cultures different from their own.  This class focuses on carefully chosen literature that introduces students to voices from other lands.  This will help students to understand the concepts, issues, and problems of other cultures; once these are understood, students will be able to connect them to their own experiences.  The result will be a more accepting and empathetic person.  Close reading of the literature, discussions and written responses and analytical essays covering various genres will be included in the class.  This course meets the English elective graduation requirement.
Women in Literature




0.5 credit (one semester)
Grades Appropriate 11-12




Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
This elective looks at how women have been portrayed in literature through the writings of Chopin, Walker, Morrison, Euripides, Keats, Hughes, Stein, Plath, Sexton, Harjo, Lessing, Woolf, Rich and Angelou.  Works will cover several genres and may include:  The Awakening, A Thousand Splendid Suns, Sula, The Color Purple, and Medea. Close reading and strong analytical skills will be a major focus of the class.  Discussion will cover historical and feminist perspectives including female archetypes.  Written responses and analytical essays covering various genres will be included in the class.   This course meets the English elective graduation requirement.
Introduction to Journalism



0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
This course is intended for students who enjoy writing and for whom it is a particular strength.  Students will develop journalism skills, including the ability to write articles, edit, collaborate, photograph, and report story copy for the Blue Bomber Times, our school newspaper.  Students will apply and appreciate the fundamentals and ethics of journalism.  This course meets the English elective graduation requirement.
FOREIGN LANGUAGES Department

FRENCH II








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite:  Passing grade on Proficiency Exam or in French I
Students will learn how to ask questions, respond to inquiries, as well as express needs, opinions, and feelings. Communication and comprehension skills are emphasized through project-based learning topics such as: hospital, transportation, home, school, shopping, and hobbies.  Projects include the creation of podcasts, short films, and the inclusion of various iPad Apps. Each unit consists of short readings, journal entries, and speaking and listening activities.  Students have a choice between acting out the readings and completing more traditional comprehension activities.  Students begin the year writing fifty words per journal entry, but end the year writing one hundred. Grammar plays an integral role in each unit, spanning present-tense verb conjugation, and the structure of past and future tenses. Cultural components of the course include a study of the regions of France along with Québec. There is a final exam at the end of the year as well as a written autobiography. 
FRENCH III








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: French II
Skills developed at the French III level are similar to that of French II, but include a wider array of vocabulary and mechanics. Students continue to develop communication and comprehension skills through project-based learning (podcasts, short films and advertisements, as well as via iPad Apps). Topics expand the depth of those introduced in French II, but require more advanced proficiencies in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Each unit includes short readings, journal entries, and speaking and listening activities.  Students have a choice between acting out the readings and completing more traditional comprehension activities.  Each journal entry consists of one hundred and fifteen words.  In addition to journaling, students develop writing skills through the production of written work for each project.  Grammar and mechanics include the construction of various tenses, as well as direct and indirect object pronouns.  There is a final exam at the end of the year.  
FRENCH IV








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite:  French III 





        Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
French IV is also offered as FRE 102 via North Country Community College.  It is a semi-online course, meaning students meet every other day in the Library Computer Lab.  In the lab, students complete online activities with my guidance. Activities are designed to facilitate comprehension and production skills at an advanced level.  They challenge students with authentic French materials, speaking and pronunciation practice, and grammar drills. When students are not in the lab, they will create a variety of projects using different mediums (podcasts, short films and advertisements, as well as various iPad Apps).  Project-based learning will afford students the opportunity to explore Francophone cultures, while enhancing reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Grammar and mechanics are at the forefront of each unit, including the continued application of object pronouns and compound tenses.  French 4 consists of a midterm and final exam.  
FRENCH  V








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: French IV





          Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
French V is also offered as FRE 201 via North Country Community College.  It is a semi-online course, meaning students meet every other day in the Library Computer Lab.  In the lab, students complete online activities with my guidance. Online activities are an extension of those introduced in French IV, and are designed to facilitate comprehension and production skills at a university level.  Thus while in the lab, students are challenged with authentic French materials, speaking and pronunciation practice, and advanced grammar drills. When students are not in the lab, they will create a variety of projects using different mediums (podcasts, short films and advertisements, as well as various iPad Apps).  Project-based learning will afford students the continuing opportunity to explore Francophone cultures, while enhancing reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Grammar and mechanics are at the forefront of each unit, including the continued application of object pronouns and compound tenses.  Additionally, students may explore and analyze French literature.  French 5 consists of a midterm and final exam.  
SPANISH I  (not offered 2017-2018)





1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate:  9-10 
Spanish I covers a wide range of material from both Spanish 7 and Spanish 8.  Students will be introduced to a variety of thematic vocabulary units and will explore the culture and geography of the Spanish speaking world.  Many hands-on projects and games will be used to expand student's knowledge of target language vocabulary and grammar.
SPANISH II 








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: Passing the Spanish proficiency exam or Spanish I 
 

A Spanish II student will be building upon the grammar and vocabulary that they learned in Spanish I. They will be learning much more vocabulary and verb mastery will be more of a focal point: present and preterite. Units may include education, daily routine, winter, clothes shopping, telecommunications, pastimes, & leisure activities. The student will be communicating in Spanish and will be learning to cope with, and react to a variety of everyday situations. The student will be involved in oral comprehension, plus more reading and more complex writing.
SPANISH III








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: Spanish II
 

The material covered will be like those of Spanish I and Spanish II, but on an even more intricate level, which will require more advanced proficiencies resulting in a more interwoven combination of functions, situations, and topics as covered in the NY state syllabus. This includes more grammar structures like imperfect, conditional and future tenses. Topics may include city/community, news events, accidents/hospital, hotel, and air travel. The final product is the same: that the student may communicate in Spanish, comprehend, read and write, and be exposed to more cultural aspects.
 
SPANISH IV 








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: Spanish III




Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
 

Students will have the opportunity to take this as a BRIDGE course with NCCC for college credit. This course will begin with review of the Imperfect and Preterite tenses, with activities comparing and contrasting them. We will review past tenses and future tenses and begin on Subjunctive mood. From this point, our focus will be the many parts of the Subjunctive, its rules and usage as well as literature and full-time conversational Spanish. We will explore geography, history, and cultures of the Spanish speaking world. 
 

 

 SPANISH V








1.0 credit (full year)
Prerequisite: Spanish IV




Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
 

The course will study literature and authentic writers as well as art, movies, books and poetry. Students will continue working on projects and studying complex forms of tenses and conversation within a Spanish cultural context.  Students who are age 16 or older will also have the opportunity to take this as a BRIDGE course with NCCC for college credit.
MATHEMATICS Department
ALGEBRA A








1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  9
Prerequisite:  Score of 1 or 2 on NYS Grade 8 Assessment or teacher recommendation
This is the first year of a two-year program that will prepare students to succeed on the Common Core Algebra Regents Exam. Algebra A will focus on Statistics, Problem Solving, Linear Equations and Inequalities, and Functions. Upon successful completion of Algebra A, students will proceed to Algebra B. 
ALGEBRA B








1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  10
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra A
This is the second year of a two year program that will prepare students to succeed on the Common Core Algebra Regents Exam. Algebra B will focus on Polynomials, Quadratics, Exponents and Exponential Functions. At the end of the year students will take the Common Core Algebra Regents Exam.
ALGEBRA I  










1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 8 (based on recommendation), 9, 10
Prerequisite:  Score of 3 or 4 on NYS Grade 8 Assessment or teacher recommendation

The first year of a three-year study of integrated mathematics.  Algebra provides tools and ways of thinking that are necessary for solving problems in a wide variety of disciplines, such as science, business, social sciences, fine arts, and technology.  This course will assist students in developing skills and processes to be applied using a variety of techniques to successfully solve problems in a variety of settings.  In June of the Algebra year, students will take the New York State Regents examination in Algebra.
ALGEBRA 2










1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry
This course is a continuation and extension of Algebra I.  While developing the algebraic techniques that will be required of those students that continue their study of mathematics, this course is also intended to continue developing alternative solution strategies and algorithms.   TI Inspire technology will be used extensively.  In June, students will take the required Algebra 2/Trigonometry Regents Exam as a part of this course. 

REGENTS GEOMETRY








1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 9-11
Prerequisite:  Algebra
Within this course, students will have the opportunity to make conjectures about geometric situations and prove in a variety of ways, both formal and informal, that their conclusion follows logically from their hypothesis.  This course is meant to employ an integrated approach to the study of geometric relationships.  Geometry is meant to lead students to an understanding that reasoning and proof are fundamental aspects of mathematics and something that sets it apart from the other sciences.  
NON-REGENTS GEOMETRY





1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  10 or 11
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra B or Algebra I
This course will strengthen Algebra skills that are needed for successful completion of Regents Geometry. Students will also be introduced to the foundations of Geometry.
PRECALCULUS 









1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 11-12








Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 2 course
Pre-calculus is an advanced course in mathematics, which consists mainly of the study of functions.  Topics include linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions and their graphs.  Additional topics may include analytic geometry, matrices and determinants, and sequences.  This course prepares students for a college-level course in calculus.   TI Inspire technology will be used extensively.  

CALCULUS










1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 12









Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
Prerequisite:  PreCalculus
This course is designed to expose students to Calculus material before taking Calculus in college.  It will cover topics including limits, derivatives and integrals.  Students who intend to take Calculus in college should take this course {including, but not limited to, majors in math, science, engineering, computer science}
STATISTICS









0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 11-12







Eligible for NCCC Bridge credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2 & Trigonometry course and NYS exam

Statistics acquaints students with the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  Students will frequently work on projects involving the hands-on gathering and analysis of real world data.  Ideas and computations presented in this course have immediate links and connections with actual events.  Computer software and calculators (TI-84 plus) will allow students to focus deeply on the concepts involved in statistics. 
FINANCIAL ALGEBRA








1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 11 - 12

Prerequisites: NOT eligible if student has taken Algebra 2 & Trigonometry course (or higher). Successful completion of either the NYS Algebra Regents exam 
Financial Algebra is a combination of "personal " and "corporate" business mathematics.  Topics include gross income, net income, checking and savings accounts, cash purchases, charge accounts, credit cards, loans, automobile transportation, housing costs, insurance, investments, record keeping, personnel, production, purchasing, distribution, sales, marketing, warehousing, services, accounting, accounting records, financial management, and corporate planning. 

INTRODUCTION TO COLLEGE ALGEBRA




0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 12









Eligible for NCCC Bridge Credit
Prerequisites: Senior; Must have successfully completed the Geometry course (but not necessarily the NYS Geometry Regents exam).

This course reinforces basic algebra concepts while incorporating real world numbers and assists in building skills for performing specific mathematical operations and problem solving.  Students will solve equations, evaluate algebraic expressions, solve and graph linear and quadratic equations and linear inequalities, graph lines, and solve systems of linear equations and linear inequalities as well as factoring and solving quadratic equations.  Applications to real-world problems are also explored throughout this course.
Computer Programming I and II






0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Passed Common Core Algebra I Regents and/or teacher recommendation
Introduction to Programming is an introduction to the principles of computing using the Pascal Programming Language. Topics covered will include: 

Data Types, Arithmetic and Boolean expressions and Input/Output methods 

Flow of Control {FOR-TO-DO, Repeat-Until, While-Do}

Strings and Arrays

Data Structures, Records, Files

Emphasis will gradually transition from basic language syntax to problem-solvign techniques. Emphasis will involve numerical methods for solving classic mathematical problems (example: finding the roots of a quadratic equation (Algebra), calculating monthly payments for a car/house loan (Finance), and approximating the area under a graph (Calculus). No prior knowledge of advanced mathematical topics is assumed. This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.
MUSIC Department

HIGH SCHOOL BAND





      
1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 9-12

Students elect to study band instruments of their choice.  In addition to large group rehearsals, students will be expected to attend a weekly lesson, and practice independently.  Students perform in concert band and marching band, and may choose to perform in jazz ensemble and other extra musical activities.
HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS





        
1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
Chorus is a performing ensemble consisting of singers in grades 9-12.  Students learn the art of part singing and explore many styles of music through choral performance.  Students learn the rudiments of singing, music theory, sight singing and aural skills.  Students participate in regional and state festival events.   A weekly small group lesson is required.

NOTE:  While Band and Chorus classes only meet every other day, these also require lessons and musical performances throughout the year.  This combination of requirements is what allows these courses to be worth a full unit of academic credit.

MUSIC APPRECIATION




       
       0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate:  9 - 12
Prerequisite:  Offered alternating years

Music Appreciation is a survey of musical style periods, Medieval through Contemporary. Representative composers and music from each period are listened to, discussed, and compared.   Students learn a vocabulary with which to analyze music according to the elements of form, genre, style and instrumentation.  Significant works will be placed in historical context, and students will learn how most music is a product of the time and place in which it originates. NO performances are required in this elective class.
MUSIC THEORY





       
0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate:  9-12
Prerequisite:  Offered alternating years

Music Theory examines the various parts, or elements, of music - melody, harmony, rhythm and timbre, texture, form, and the ways in which these individual elements combine and interact to create a piece of music. 

This course is an introductory course in the fundamentals of music which involves learning major and minor scales, key signatures, intervals, and triads. It also includes the study of time signatures, various rhythms, and note values through rhythmic and melodic dictations. Through this course of study, students will learn to analyze, synthesize and create music with an understanding of the various techniques used in western music.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH Department

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  





  0.5 credit (full year)

Grades Appropriate: 9-12
Physical Education is a required 1/2 credit course.  High School Activities: Along with playing various team sports, emphasis is placed on lifetime sports such as tennis, badminton, weight training, table tennis, dance, orienteering, archery, golf, physical conditioning and ultimate frisbee.  Middle School Activities:  Emphasis is placed on team sports such as soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, team handball, softball and lacrosse.   
HEALTH EDUCATION 




        
       0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate: 10
Areas of study include: Human Growth and Development, Emotional Health, Nutrition, Environmental Health, Family Life, Diseases and Disorders, Consumer Health, Drug Awareness, Safety, and First Aid, Community Health and Parenting.  Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome instruction includes age appropriate instruction regarding the nature of the disease, methods of transmission, and methods of prevention.
SCIENCE Department
EARTH SCIENCE (lab science)


        
 

 1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 10
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Living Environment Course and Regents Exam
This is a Regents level college preparatory course.  This course prepares each student in the subject of Earth Science for the New York State Regents exam.   Major topics include: weather, rocks and minerals, astronomy, weathering and erosion, landforms, maps and energy exchanges in the atmosphere.  It is also expected that students will use a variety of thought processes and approaches in order to enhance and expand upon their knowledge of the subject material.  This includes methods of inquiry, inductive and deductive reasoning, and practicing concrete and abstract thought.  Labs are required. A student failing to successfully complete the laboratory requirement will be ineligible for the exam.

LIVING ENVIRONMENT (lab science)




1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 9
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of eighth grade science
This biology class will prepare you for the Living Environment Regents Exam in June.  The topics you will study are:  The Scientific Method, Cells, Genetics and Molecular Biology, Biotechnology, Evolution, Animal Systems, and Ecology.  In addition, you will have a separate lab class, which will meet once every four days.  As with all Regents science courses, you must complete the lab work in order to be eligible to take the Regents exam.  Finally, successful completion of this course and earning a passing grade on the Regents exam is a graduation requirement. A student failing to successfully complete the laboratory requirement will be ineligible for the exam
CHEMISTRY (lab science)




      

1.0 credit (full year) 

Grade Appropriate: 10-11
Prerequisite: Living Environment Regents course and exam and Earth Science course and exam; Successful completion of – or current enrollment in – Algebra 2/Trigonometry course.
Equal time is spent on each of the units :  Matter and Energy, Atomic Structure, Bonding, Periodic Table, Math of Chemistry, Kinetics and Equilibrium, Acids and Bases, Redox and Electrochemistry, Organic Chemistry. A student failing to successfully complete the laboratory requirement will be ineligible for the exam.

PHYSICS (lab science)





         1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11-12
Prerequisite: Pass Chemistry course with a minimum of 75% and enrolled in Algebra 2 & Trigonometry (or higher level) 

There are four major topics with sub-topics - (1) Mechanics : Force, Motion, work and energy, heat and kinetics.  (2) Wave Phenomena:  characteristics, reflection, refraction, diffraction, and interference and light waves.   (3) Electricity :  static, current, circuits, and electro magnetism. (4) Modern physics.   There are additional units in: (1) Motion in a plane,  (2) Internal energy, (3) Electromagnetic applications,  (4) Geometric optics, and  (5) Nuclear energy. A student failing to successfully complete the laboratory requirement will be ineligible for the exam.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE




      1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11-12
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the Living Environment course and Regents exam

Topics of Study:  The Environment - An Overview, the Ecology of Natural Systems, Ecosystems, and Natural Growth, The Extinction of Species, Growth and Control of Human Populations, Population Changes and Human Conditions, World Resources- Energy and Materials, Land pollution, Consumption and Conservation, Nuclear Energy and the Environment,  Fossil Fuels, Types of Biomes, Water, Wind,  Air Pollution, Water Pollution, Solid Wastes, and Noise.  The objective is to provide students with an awareness of natural ecosystems and relationships as well as environmental issues.
APPLIED SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY COURSE


 1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11-12
Prerequisite: Subject to teacher approval
This course is a science elective designed for students interested in hands-on learning in the physical science, engineering, and technology fields. Topics to be explored may include energy and power, coding, astronomy, chemical engineering, complex machines, and aquaponics. Skills required include algebra, graphical analysis, spreadsheets, measurement and machine skills. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (lab science)


1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11- 12
Guidelines: Recommended score of 88% on the NYS Living Environment Regents exam or for the course; and successful completion of Chemistry course with a recommended score of 80% for the exam.
Aimed to parallel a two-semester college introductory biology course, this rigorous and challenging class prepares students to take the AP Biology Exam in May.  Recently revised by the College Board, this course now has a greater emphasis on scientific inquiry and reasoning and less on coverage of broad content.  Students will have the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of specific biological topics.  Lab work will be inquiry based encouraging students to pose questions and develop laboratory investigations in order to find answers to those questions.  By fostering complex thinking and reasoning skills, AP Biology will prepare students for success in college science classes.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
    
1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 11-12






Eligible for NCCC Bridge Credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Living Environment and at least one Regents level physical science course and exam.  Must have completed or be taking Regents level Chemistry.

This is a challenging college-level course, which prepares students to take the AP Environmental Science exam in May. Units of study include:  (1) History of humans and the environment; (2) Basic ecology; (3) Population dynamics; (4) The search for energy; (5) Our precious resources; (6) Global Environmental concerns and (7) Environmental law.  Students meet the lab requirements for this course by participating in several field trips throughout the year.  Students are also required to design and present a community-based project to be worked on throughout the school year. As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS C (lab science)


1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 12
Prerequisite: Completed Living Environment and Chemistry courses and teacher recommendation. Must be enrolled in, or have completed Calculus.
AP Physics C is a calculus-based, rigorous physics course intended to be similar to a university-level, first-year physics course for physical science majors. Investigate the CollegeBoard AP Physics C course website to learn much more about this exciting curriculum. We do both parts of the course, covering mechanics (velocity, acceleration, Newton’s laws, force, gravity, rotational dynamics, harmonic motion) and electricity and magnetism (electrostatics, circuits including RC and LRC circuits, Gauss’ Law, Maxwell’s law, electrodynamics, induction). If you plan on majoring in a physical science or engineering discipline in college, this course will be beneficial to you. As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement
NEW VISIONS HEALTH CAREERS program



4.0 credits (full year)
Grade Appropriate:  12







Eligible for 10 College Credits
This program of study is dual-listed under Occupational Programs available at the Adirondack Education Center.


Open to Seniors, this half-day course introduces students to a variety of health care professions and the important role of health care in our world today.  Located adjacent to the Adirondack Medical Center in Saranac Lake, New Vision students study course work in Anatomy & Physiology, Medical Terminology, Government, Economics, English elective, and Health Careers.  In addition, successful students will earn up to 10 college credits through NCCC (additional fee required).  Students shadow working professionals in the hospital in all the major service areas. 


Students must apply during the Spring of their Junior year and be admitted to the program.  Candidates must have a cumulative average of 85 or higher, must be mature and have the ability to work independently, demonstrate above average written and verbal skills, completion of 3 years of Science as well as 3 years of Mathematics.  Recommendations from the Guidance Counselor and the Principal are also required.

SOCIAL STUDIES Department

GLOBAL STUDIES 1






1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 9
This course is a comprehensive, cross-cultural look at five areas of the world, from pre-history through the rise of nation-states.  The five areas are Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Europe, and Latin America (partially covered here).  The course emphasizes the comparison of similarities and differences of various cultures from a non-ethnocentric perspective.  Studies include but are not limited to: world religions, formation of governments, and the effect of geography on people. This is the first year of the two-year global studies program, which concludes with the World History and Geography Regents Exam, a graduation requirement.

GLOBAL STUDIES 2






1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 10
Prerequisite: Global Studies 1

Global Studies 2 is the tenth grade required social studies class.  This unit of study covers the history of Western Civilization from the age of the rise of the nation-state to the present.  The events, political structures, social structures, and cultural achievements of different time periods are compared to each other and to our society today.  This is the second year of the two-year global studies program, which concludes with the World History and Geography Regents Exam, a graduation requirement.

UNITED STATES HISTORY





1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11
Prerequisite: Global Studies 2

The course is made up of six segments: (1)  Constitutional foundations for the U.S. Democratic Republic.  (2)  Industrialization of America.  (3)  The Progressive Movement - responses to the challenges brought about by Industrialization and Urbanization.  (4)  At home and abroad - prosperity and depression 1900-1940.  (5)  The U.S. in an age of global crisis - responsibility and cooperation 1933-60.  (6)  The world in uncertain times 1960-present.   This course concludes with the required Regents exam in US History and Government, a graduation requirement.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY

1.0 credit (full year)
Grade Appropriate: 11 & 12

Prerequisite: At least an 87% on the Global Studies Regents exam and at least a 90% final grade in the Global Studies II course with teacher approval.
This is a college level course covering the history of the United States from the American Revolution to the present.  Students will be able to:  (1) master a broad body of historical knowledge, (2) demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology, (3) use historical information to support an argument, (4) interpret and apply data from a variety of historical documents, (5) use analytical skills to show cause and effect relationships, (6) write essays with precision by supporting a well-developed thesis, and (7) apply different historical schools of thought in arguments.  All students will take the advanced placement exam in May, and juniors will take the US History regents exam in June.  As with all AP courses, students and parents must agree to the school AP agreement.
ECONOMICS






       0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate: 12

The scope of this course is to cover 4 major topic areas: (1) Economic concepts and systems, (2) Elements of the Economy (Micro economics), (3) Monetary policy of the Fed, taxation and the business cycle (macroeconomics), and (4)Personal finances and Financial literacy.  This 20 Week course introduces basic economic concepts and then applies them to various contemporary economic topics. These topics include types of business, making consumer choices, the operation of the stock market, and the impact of taxation on the economy. This course satisfies one component of the senior year social studies graduation requirement.

PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT



       0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 12
This course examines basic concepts and theories about political and governmental processes and institutions.  The course explores topics such as the origins of American Government, the U.S. Constitution, branches of the federal government, legal systems and the courts, political parties, the electoral process, and civic duties.  The course will also examine the current Presidential and Congressional Administrations as well as the issues facing the nation.  This course satisfies one component of the senior year social studies graduation requirement.

GOVERNMENT:  CRIMINAL JUSTICE




0.5 credit (one semester)

Grade Appropriate:  12
This course provides an introduction to the criminal justice system.  Criminal justice involves people, institutions, and important societal issues.  This course will explore criminal law, criminal procedure, and the three entities of the criminal justice system:  law enforcement, the courts and corrections.  We will explore topics such as the law, applicable amendments, the courts, lawyers, police, corrections, punishment and terrorism.  Students will also participate in a mock trial.
GOVN’T/ECON:  MODEL ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES       1.0 credit (Full Year)
Grade Appropriate:  12; Grade 11 at Teacher Discretion  
                 

   Eligible for PSUC Credit
This forty-week Model OAS (MOAS) course offered at Lake Placid Middle/High School is open to students with senior (or possibly junior) standing and fulfills the Government graduation requirement.  The course is offered for college credit through the Latin America Studies program at Plattsburgh State University for a reduced fee.  The content of the MOAS course varies not just from year to year, but from student to student.  Because each student receives a different committee assignment and agenda topic, the course effectively functions as a group of students engaged in independent study.   As such, MOAS is a rigorous course that demands a high level of student independence and responsibility.  It is a unique co-learning experience in that the teacher acts as a guide, a resource, a facilitator, and a mentor while the students are largely accountable for their own learning.  The culminating experience of the MOAS course is a three-day mock assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) held on the Plattsburgh State campus and attended by several area schools.  Students will earn required Government and Economics credit for this course.
TOPICS IN CONTEMPORARY HISTORY:  SECOND WORLD WAR    0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 10-12
 
This course offers students an opportunity to explore the Second World War in great depth.  Beginning with the Treaty of Versailles (1919), we will trace the roots of the largest and most destructive war in world history in an attempt to answer some fundamental questions about human nature.  Using a wide array of both primary and secondary sources and independent, student-directed research, students will look at the war first from a global perspective.  That focus, however, will narrow to examine various elements of the war at the national, regional, local and even individual levels.  We will analyze events of WWII to determine how they pertain to the American experience, and we will engage with an important literary work that serves to shed light on the German experience.
In addition to learning the chronology and significance of major battles, studying important political and military leaders, and investigating social issues that arose as a result of the war, students will make personal connections between the war, themselves, their families and their community and region.  This journey will require students to address and confront questions of race, power, greed, hatred, revenge, national pride, sacrifice, ambition, human rights, genocide and most of all the good and evil within each of us. The impacts of World War II continue to reverberate throughout contemporary society. Only through a deep and personal exploration of this catastrophe can we begin to understand it and the present. 
TECHNOLOGY Department
MATERIALS PROCESSING (WOOD TECHNOLOGY)

 0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate:  10-12
The Materials Processing (Wood Technology) course is a class designed to teach the safe use and operation of tools and machinery used when processing wood materials. Projects will be designed, drawn and constructed using the proper tools and materials. Team and cooperative activities will develop problem-solving skills. Students may repeat Materials Processing after successful completion. Projects for repeating students will be of increasing difficulty as they progress. The students will learn how wood is processed, starting with milling the log clear through finishing a project.
3-D DESIGN & MODELING        




0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
As students enter the wonderful world of Architectural Drafting, they will be exploring subunits of Construction Systems, Interior Design, and Exterior Design that will lead them into understanding the modern marvels of contemporary architectural design.  

The “contract learning” approach is a mix between independent study, an online course, and a modular lab program.  The idea behind this is to move into a more up-to-date and student oriented program.  Students will have the ability to focus on the topics that they are most interested in.  Each person taking this course could be studying totally different material.

Students will be introduced to up-to-date architectural drafting programs, 3D modeling programs, and also building their scale model designs.  If you have an interest construction, becoming an architect, interior designing, or landscape design; then this class is for you!   This course meets the computer technology graduation requirement.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY





0.5 credit (one semester) 
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
Modern human civilization depends upon energy to drive our machines, give us light, and regulate our thermal environment. Over the past century, the energy has largely come from fossil fuels like coal, oil, and natural gas. Many scientists are concerned that the byproducts of fossil fuel combustion are leading to potentially catastrophic climatic change. To address that problem, and overcome dwindling energy supplies, many are advocating the development and implementation of alternative renewable energy like wind, solar, geothermal, biomass, and hydrogen. But are those alternatives more sustainable and environmentally friendly? This course will explore the growing scientific evidence relating to the costs and benefits of alternative energy, and will help you to distinguish between reality, hype, and fanaticism.
CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY




0.5 credit (one semester) 
Grade Appropriate: 9-12
The look, feel and use of objects communicate their value to us. This course applies cognitive science and technology to the industrial design process. The course will introduce prototyping techniques and approaches for objective evaluation as part of the design process. Students will practice evaluating products with mechanical and electronic aspects. The evaluation process will then be applied to creating functioning product prototypes. This is a project-oriented course that will draw on engineering, aesthetic, and creative skills. The course is geared towards students interested in creating physical products. Students will present readings, learn prototyping skills, create a product prototype, try to improve upon existing designs and complete a publication style paper.
SCULPTURE








 0.5 credit (one semester)
Grade Appropriate:  10-12
The objective of Sculpture is to build a strong understanding of visual art focused on the techniques and processes of three-dimension art (in the round and relief). Additive, subtractive, assemblage, and casting sculpture projects will be used to build students’ knowledge of sculpture processes.  Students will complete sculptural projects that show how the elements and principles of art can create a good design for a piece of art. They will also be exposed to art history and appreciation through videos, discussion, written assignments, including reflective writing, demonstrations, and critique sessions.

OTHER AREAS OF STUDY

SERVICE LEARNING CREDIT 

Grade appropriate:  9 – 12







0.5 credit 
Students will need to earn at least 40 documented service-learning hours as a graduation requirement.  Service learning is experiential learning through service to others.  It not only benefits those being helped but can contribute significantly to the growth and development of the person helping.  The experience involves 1) Preparation and planning; 2) Action; and 3) Reflection on the experience.  Examples of projects include: participation in a Habitat for Humanity project, preparing food at the Ecumenical Food Bank, or providing support at any of the many athletic competitions hosted by Lake Placid. Projects organized through Key club or National Honor Society also count toward this requirement. If a parent or guardian participates in the project with the student, the student earns bonus service learning credit.  All projects must be properly documented and approved.  This is a LPCSD graduation requirement.
SENIOR SEMINAR

Grade Appropriate:  12






0.5 credit (Pass/Fail)
This course is designed to prepare graduating students for successful transitions into college and careers.  The primary purpose of the Seminar is to provide support to students throughout all aspects of the Senior Project, from concept stage through research and eventual implementation.  This year-long project culminates in a Final Presentation in which each student presents his or her project and findings to a panel of educators and community volunteers.  This Seminar also provides a wonderful forum to help students prepare for other transition issues including the college application process, resume writing, effective interviews, personal budgeting, and much, much more.  Specific topics in the seminar will be adapted to meet the needs of each Seminar class.  Required for all Seniors.
ENGLISH ELECTIVE OPTIONS
The following courses meet the English Elective 0.5 credit requirement for Graduation:

Acting and Public Speaking

Creative Writing

Crime Noir

Introduction to Journalism

Multicultural Literature

Women in Literature

Technical English (after TWO years of successful completion of an Career Technical Education program)

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVE OPTIONS
The following courses meet the Computer Technology 0.5 credit requirement for Graduation:
Computer Coding I and II
Alternative Energy

3-D Design & Modeling

Creative Technology

Sculpture

Materials Processing (Wood Technology)

Digital World

Keyboarding

Microsoft Office

Web Site Development
Multi – Media Production

Art:  Computer Graphics

OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION

The Adirondack Education Center in Saranac Lake offers the following programs for Lake Placid Juniors and Seniors.  Courses are offered through the Board of Cooperative Education Services (BOCES).
Auto Technology I and II



Building Trades I and II 

Cosmetology I and II


Culinary Arts I and II


Health Occupations I and II   
Natural Resource Science I and II  
New Vision Health Sciences (1 year only; open to Seniors)
New Vision Computer Gaming And Coding (1 year only; open to Seniors) –please see description below 
A successful year at the AEC enables a student to earn four (4) academic units.  Included over the course of 2 years are 1 credit of technical science, 1 credit of technical math, and 1 credit of technical English (which satisfies the elective English 1/2 credit requirement).

Students should consult with the School Counselor during their sophomore year about programs at the Center.  NOTE:  The school district has no obligation to provide any portion of the programs offered at the Adirondack Educational Center for any student after he or she graduates from Lake Placid Central School.

NEW VISION GAMING AND CODING CAREERS

This is a one-year course covering the process of designing and coding programming logic for games, including game rules, mechanics, and simulations, to create and complete modules and game experiences. Students will learn the fundamentals of programming, design, and production of modern gaming systems. This is a project-based course where students will work towards the completion of several projects that will help prepare them for a course of study at college and universities that offer this curriculum (ie: SUNY Canton, RIT, etc). 
This course is for interested students who have a desire to pursue a career in Computer Programming and/or the Gaming field. Students must have taken Algebra and Geometry and maintain a minimum 85 average. Students must apply for acceptance into this program. 
PASS PROGRAM

The program known as PASS (Pre-vocational Alternative Student System) offers students a chance to be successful in school through alternative types of instruction.   The program is offered at the Adirondack Education Center (our BOCES center) and involves a half-day of class at LPHS and a half-day at the AEC.   

Participation in the PASS program for one year does not automatically guarantee enrollment in the PASS program for additional years.
	Grade 9 = PASS 1
	Credits
	Students will also take the following at LPLHS:
(  Math (1.0 credit)
(  Science (1.0 credit)
(  Physical Education (0.5 credit)
(  Elective or study hall
(  Foreign Language, if needed

	English 9 – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	Global Studies 1 – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	Food, Nutrition & Health
	0.5 credit
	

	Health
	0.5 credit
	

	Career Explorations
	0.5 credit
	


	Grade 10 = PASS 2
	Credits
	Students will also take the following at LPHS:
(  Math (1.0 credit)
(  Science (1.0 credit)
(  Physical Education (0.5 credit)
(  Elective or study hall

	English 10 – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	Global Studies 2 – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	Art & Design
	0.5 credit
	

	Textile & Design
	0.5 credit
	


	Grade 11 = PASS 3
	Credits
	Students will also pursue a Career Technical Education program or return to LPHS for a half-day of additional courses.


	English 11 – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	United States History – Regents
	1.0 credit
	

	Physical Education (for all-day students)
	0.5 credit
	

	Credit Recovery (if needed)
	Varied
	


	Grade 12 = PASS 4
	Credits
	Students will also pursue a Career Technical Education program or return to LPHS for a half-day of additional courses.

	English 12
	1.0 credit
	

	Government
	1.0 credit
	

	Economics
	1.0 credit
	

	Physical Education (for all-day students)
	0.5 credit
	

	Research Methods
	0.5 credit
	


2017 – 2018 Advanced placement courses @ LPHS

As with all AP courses, students and parent/guardians must agree to the school AP agreement.
Complete course descriptions are listed under designated departments.  Course guidelines/recommendations are listed below.

AP STUDIO IN Art:  Drawing

1.0 credit (full year)
          Grade Appropriate: 11-12     
· Successful completion of Studio in Art course and Drawing and Painting course
· Review of individual student portfolio

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
1.0 credit (full year)
      Grade Appropriate: 11
(   Average of 90% or above in English 10 for each marking period 

(   Satisfactory completion of summer work.

· Teacher recommendation
 Students who take an AP English class have the 0.5 credit English Elective requirement waived
AP BIOLOGY (lab science)   


1.0 credit (full year)     
         Grade Appropriate: 11 - 12
· Successful completion of Living Environment course and Regents Exam.  A minimum of 88% is recommended for both the course average and the exam.
· Successful completion of Chemistry course and Regents Exam. A minimum of 80% is recommended for the exam.
· Satisfactory completion of summer work
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

1.0 credit (full year)

Grade Appropriate: 11-12
· Successful completion of Living Environment
· Successful completion of at least one Regents level physical science courses and exam.  

· Must have completed or be taking Regents level Chemistry.

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY

1.0 credit (full year)

 Grade Appropriate: 11-12
· At least an 87% on the Global Studies Regents exam

· At least a 90% final grade in the Global Studies II course.
· Teacher Approval

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION
1.0 credit (full year)
   Grade Appropriate: 12
· Average of 85% or above in English 11 

· Score of 85% or above on the English Regents Exam 

· Satisfactory completion of summer assignments
Students who take an AP English class have the 0.5 credit English Elective graduation requirement waived

AP PHYSICS





1.0 credit (full year)
   Grade Appropriate: 12
· Successful completion of Chemistry course and Regents Exam
· Completion, or enrollment, in Calculus
· Satisfactory completion of summer assignments
**Students, parents, course instructors and school counselor must sign an AP Contract for each course a student is enrolled in.
Opportunities for College Credit

LPHS offers a number of courses eligible for college-level credit.  The Gov’t/Econ:  Model Organization of American States course is offered in partnership with SUNY Plattsburgh and the fee for college credit is approximately $375 per year.

All other courses are offered in partnership with North Country Community College through the BRIDGE program.  Students of junior or senior status may register for college credit for approved BRIDGE courses.  Each BRIDGE course will require an additional fee of $60.

It is anticipated that the following LPHS courses will be offered as BRIDGE – eligible courses for 2017-2018:

Art:  Photography

AP Environmental Science & Lab
Pre-Calculus
Calculus

Statistics
Introduction to College Algebra

French IV/French V
Spanish IV/Spanish V
Multicultural Literature
Women in Literature
Request for Independent Study

NYS allows students to pursue independent study opportunities during their high school experience.  LPHS has the following application available for interested students.   Submission of a Request for Independent Study does not guarantee the proposal will be approved; review is required.  Interested students should see their School Counselor as soon as possible to discuss this unique opportunity.  
Sample Form below
Student Name  







Date  



Independent Study Requested  










· Student Eligibility  (To be completed by School Counselor)


Total Credits earned to date:  


Cumulative GPA to date:  




Regents Exams successfully completed to date:  






· NYS Standards:  Identify which commencement level NYS learning standards will be addressed

· TEACHER:  Identify who will oversee this Independent Study  





· SYLLABUS:  Include a plan of learning which will address the following points:
· Resources to be used:  Print / Electronic / Digital / Other

· Instruction:  When / how will instruction be provided? (Please be specific)

· Learning Objectives:  What will be the focus of this Independent Study?

· STUDENT MASTERY:  Include major assignments and grading scale to be used for this Independent Study.

· STUDENT OBJECTIVES:  Include a one-page statement from the student as to why s/he wishes to pursue this Independent Study

· FACULTY COMMENTS:  Include a one-page statement from proposed teacher which addresses goals for the student and the Independent Study as well as any concerns
Student Signature  












Parent/Guardian Signature  










Intended Teacher Signature  









Department Chair Signature  









Counselor Signature  











Review Committee:  School Counselor, Department Chair, Principal

Decision:

Approved


Not Approved


Principal Signature  











Date  












GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

To graduate, LPHS students must successfully complete both required subjects and pass the required exams.  

REQUIRED SUBJECTS:  For LPHS students include:

English       


4.5 credits


Art or Music

1.0 credit

Social Studies       

4.0 credits


Foreign Language
1.0 credit

Mathematics       

3.0 credits


Computers

0.5 credit

Science       


3.0 credits


Other electives

2.5 credits
Health       


0.5 credit


Service Learning
0.5 credit
Physical Education       
2.0 credits


 

Total LPHS Requirements for Graduation

 

22.5 credits  (minimum)

TYPES OF DIPLOMAS

Based on a students record of course and exam completion, diploma options will include:  ( Local ( Regents ( Regents with Advanced Designation and/or ( With Honors (both Regents and Advanced Regents Diplomas)
Regents Diploma

Includes the above listed courses as well as successful completion of the following required exams:

· Algebra Common Core Regents Exam
· Living Environment Regents Exam

· Global History & Geography Regents Exam

· US History & Government Regents Exam

· English Common Core Regents Exam
For a Regents Diploma students must earn a grade of 65 or higher on all 5 exams.   

Regents Diploma With Advanced Designation:  

In addition to the required subjects and exams outlined for a Regents Diploma, students seeking the Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation must pass the Geometry and Algebra 2 & Trigonometry Regents exams, a 2nd science Regents exam (Physical Setting subject), and the Comprehensive French or Spanish (or other foreign language) Regents Exam.  Students acquiring 5 units of credit in Occupational Education or Arts may be substitute these sequences for the second language requirement.

Graduating with Honor

A Regents Diploma and Regents Diploma With Advanced Designation may be issued "With Honor" if the student has earned an average of at least 90% on the appropriate Regents examinations.
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Counseling Office ( Lake Placid Middle / High School ( 34 School Street ( Lake Placid, NY 12946 ( 518-523-2474

Grades 9-12 Counselor: Mrs. Hammaker ~chammaker@lpcsd.org 
Grades 6-8 Counselor: Mrs. Gosling ~ lgosling@lpcsd.org

